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H AT. I have berein written, I moſt 
humbly ſubmit to the Confideration of 
every impartial judicious Reader, 

1 that they may judge of it by the 

a Word and the Teſtimony, whether or no it is 

4 agreeable to Divine Truths; not that there is 
| Wiſdom of Words, or Language of the Learned, 
to draw the Attention of the curious Ear, but 
only the ſimple Breathing of a Soul, who defires 

to follow the Lord Feſus, and to give an Anſwer 
to every one that ſhall aſk it, of the Reaſon of 

the Hope that is in it, with Meekneſs and Fear, 


I doubt not but ſome may be offended ; but wo 

to thoſe by whom the Offence cometh! I am 
not much concerned, whether ſome may, or may 
1 not, diſlike both the Subject and the Expreſſions ; 
\ 1%: but even thoſe, I truſt, will not criticiſe on this 
L 7 2 poor Attempt, when they come to know that it is 
 #eritten by one juſt enter d the School of Chriſt. 
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A as t6 thoſe who are determined to know 
nothing but Chriſt Jeſus, and him crucified, they 
will, 1 believe, cover all my Imperfections with 
a Mantle of Chriſtian Love, and join in Prayer 
to the Lord, that theſe may accompliſh the End 
for which they are ſent : And tho I have not ſo 
diſtinctly and emphatically anſwered the many 
Obſervations which lay before me; yet I truſt 
this may be of uſe to ſome, when bleſſed with a 
divine Energy of the efficacious Power and Spirit 
of the Lord; into whoſe Hands I humbly com- 
mend them, who alone is able to convince us all of 
the Evil of our Ways, and Defections of our Na- 
ures ; and to quicken our dead Souls, and make us 
meet to partake with the Saints in Light, and 
fing the Song of Moſes and the Lamb, through- 
cout the endleſs Ages of Eternity: Which may be 
the happy Portion of every Soul into whoſe Hands 
this may come, is the fervent Defire of | 


AN 


Obſervations on the Conduct 
0 F. T H E 


METHODISTS, Sc. 


255 HEREAS I lately ſaw an Adver-. 
tiſement, entitled, Ohervations upon 
be conduct and Behaviour of a cer- 
Ky 12 55 tain Seft, uſually diſtinguiſhed by the 
Name of Methodiſts ; when I became Poſſeſſor 
of the anonymous Pamphlet, (for ſo it proved 
to be, like a Child begotten without a Father, 
and brought forth without a Mother; fo ſome 
would perſuade us to believe when Infants are 
dropped into the World without a Name: But 
doch ch that make it appear that they have no Pa- 
rents, becauſe they are ſent to our Doors with- 
out a Name? No, not at all. But here lies 


the Myſtery: T he Wickedneſs of the Parents 
2 makes 


1 
makes them aſhamed to own the Productions of 
their Generation; as is the Caſe here, with the 
Author or Authors of this anonymous and ſcan- 
dalous Pamphlet, to own ſo vile and graceleſs a 
Son, however it, may ſtand with themſelves) 
I was much ſurpriſed to ſee in what a Spirit of 
Bitterneſs and Irregularity it was written. 
The Author, in his Title-Page, is ſo modeſt 
as to call the people (whom he is reſolved to de- 
tame) A certain Sect uſually diſtinguiſbed by the 
Name of Method;jts. But then, how long doth 
he keep within the Bounds he {et out in? For 


he ſoon begins calling them Methodiſis, our Me- 


thodiſts enthifra/tical Madmen, and irregular, 
diſorderly, itinerant Preachers, and Rabble, &c. 
1 could with our firſt Inventer had conſidered the 
Name he calls them, before he had left it; which 
Name implies a particular way of living or do- 
ing any thing. Sure, if they are a People who 
do indeed deſerve the Name our emulous Au- 

_ thor gives them, why are they branded with ail 
manner of diſorderly Actions, both'jn Religion 
and Government, as a People unworthy of the 


Name you give them ? It is plain to me, that 


they have not borrowed nor taken this Name to 
themſelves ; for 1 myſelf am a Witneſs they af- 
fect no Name, but that of Chriſtians ; 9 4 
but that of being made Partakers of the ſame ; 
Grace; nor no Party, but that of being adop- 
ted Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with Jeſus 
Chriſt, This they think their Privilege, and I 
think and believe it is the Privilege of every one 
of God' s People, while in this earthly Taber- 


nacle, 


3 
nacle, to be qualified for, and made Partakers of 
the Act of worſhipping God as their reconciled 
Father, through the Obedience, Suffering and 
Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, his only Son, and 
their only Saviour. As to the Qualification of the 
Places of their Aſſembly, for my part, I muſt 
acknowledge I know not what the Ohſervator 
means, by giving living Names to dead Things. 
The Church of God doth not conſiſt in Grounds 
or Buildings: No; for in Scripture Language, 
the Church of God 78 zheje, a Company of Belie- 
vers from all Parts, Rev. vii. 9. gathered together, 
and claiming the Promiſe of the Promiſer, Jeſus 
Chriſt, that obere bibo or three are gathered toge- 
ther in his Name, there ⁊bill be be in the midſi oj 
them ; be will be their God, and they ſhall be his 
People; notwithſtanding all the Oppofition from. 
the Enemies of their Souls and Bodies. 
The Spirit which our Author is fo diſturbed. 
about, I moſt humbly conceive, and verily be- 
| heve to be that very ſame Spirit which his Fore- 
fathers was ſo zealous of guarding againſt, fay- 
ing, he cafteth out Devils by Beclgebub the Prince 
- of the Devils. This Spirit the carnal Worldlings 
were always enraged againſt, and always will ; 
for ſo ſaith St. Paul, The Children of the Bond- 
woman were akvay at Enmity with the Children 


of the Free; which is the Church purchaſed 


with the precious Blood of the dear Redeemer. 
But bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that we live 
under ſo mild a Government, and having ſo 
gracious a Prince reigning over us, as our pre- 
ſent 


(8) 
ſent Dread Sovereign King George, whom we 
pray God to preſerve in all his juſt Rights and 
Titles to theſe his Kingdoms, and to be {till a 
Nurſing- Father over the Lord's People, whom 
God in his wiſe Providence hath made Overſeer. 
I would hope never to doubt of his Majeſty's 
moſt gracious Protection to every one of his. 
_ and loving Subjects, who live according to. 
the good and wholeſome Laws of their King 
and Country; as certainly thoſe . People do, 
whom our Author vulgarly calls Methodiſts; for 
they are cloſe Adherers to what was lately de- 
| livered from the Throne; namely, Love and 
Unity amongſt all Men of their own Country, 
without tying themſelves to their Neighbours 
only in the fame Pariſh where they live. 

But fays out Ob/ervator, they live in open 
eee of Laws and Government. How 
this is to be made appear, 1 know not; for if 
Truth takes place, it cannot; for it i plain, 
they are no Breakers of any Law, if it was on- 
ly for this Reaſon, namely, becauſe they have 


ſo many bitter and implacable Enemies, that 


would not let ſlip any Opportunity to bring 
them to Juſtice; for the Law is open. If they 
have broken the Law, why are they not tried 
by the Law? And if this is not Reaſon on 


* their Side, it is hard to ſay What 1 It 18 that will 


7 convince our Objervator. = 
However, I will not take upon me to anſwer 
the Author's many remarkable Miſtakes ; for 
ſurely they know not what they have read, or 
1 underſtand not what they have written, and 
could 


. 


could have wiſhed that they had more carefully i in- 


formed themſelves in that Act which they bring to 


prove for them, but indeed is quite againſt them; 
for there is no ſuch Act to prohibit ſeparate aſſem- 
blies for divine worſhip ; nor I believe never will, 


whilſt our King, or one Branch of his Royal Houle 
is left to fit on the Briz7/h Throne, notwithſtand- 


ing all the Craft and Animoſity of evil-deſigning 


| Perſons, to excite the Government againſt ſome of 


the King” $ moſt loyal Subjects in the Nation. 
As to the Preachers whom you point out among 


the Methodijts, J ſhall refer them to your Obſerva- 


tions; they being Men, and of Age to anfwer for 


themſelves ; ; only this I would take notice of, that 


thoſe of them whom the Lord has been pleaſed to 


honour me to converſe with, the Power of God is 


with them; and if God is \ with them, and for them, 
who can be againſt them, without being found 


fighting againſt God, w ho faith, Touch not mini 
. Anointed, db my People no harm. _ 


And as to ther Followers 1 Multtude of Rab 


ble, are they not People endowed with immortal 


Souls, and capable of hearing for themſelves the 


ſoft ſmall till Voice of the Lord, when the Spirit 


.  blorxweth oben and where it liſteth, John ni. 7, 8. al- 


tho' they are not wiſe (as to this World) prudent, 


rich nor great. It is true, there may be, and doubt- 


leſs there are ſome, that follow the Lord at a di- 
ſtance ; nay, many that follow, who walk not a- 
grecable to the Goſpel, nor know nothing of the 
Work of Grace, and God's moſt holy Spirit, upon 


their Hearts: But! is that a Rule for the Author to 

condemn all for ſome? No, ſure; for there are 
ſome indiſcreet poor Men that ſpend their all, as 

well as unwiſe rich Men that ſpend more than ly 
B ut 
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but muſt 1 be ſo uncharitable to include all for 
Fools, becauſe ſome are unwiſe? No, God forbid; 


however it is good to come poor to the Foot of 


Sovereign Grace, whether high or low, rich or 


poor, learned or unlearned. The prodigal Son re- 
turned, and found Acceptance with his Father; 


when he had ſpent his all, then was he ſaved from 
Starving; ſo may the Rabble, for they are not too 


bad to be faved, tho' others may be too good to 
accept of a Saviour upon Goſpel-Terms. 


Again, you complain that the Methodiſts do affect 
to be thought Members of the National Church, 


and do accordingly join in Communion with it. 
Indeed, it would be very bad, if they ſhould have 
any Pride in being thought of this Church, or of 


that Communion , but this I know, that every one 
ought to be fully perſuaded in his own Mind; for the 
Lord faith, all his People /ball be taught of Goo, 


And is there any more diſorderly Behaviour or Ir- 


regularity in ſeveral ſober Chriſtian Men and Wo- 


men going every Sabbath-day to other Pariſh- 


Churches (when it is too much Trouble for their 


own Miniſters) to partake of the Holy Commu- 
nion, in Remembrance of their dying Lord and 
Maſter ; than it is for prophane Reprobates going 

to Ale-houſes and Taverns, or ſtaying at home in 


their own Houſes, in Gaming, Chambering and 
Wantonneſs; theſe are committing all manner of 
Abominations, both to the Deſtruction of Soul and 


Polly ; tho' theſe are not taken notice of; theſe are 

not exclaimed againſt; theſe are not righteous over- 
much; tho' theſe are Breakers of all the Laws and 
Commandments of God and Man: Whilſt the Me- 
zhedifts are moſt cruelly complained of, that they go 
contrary to the Directions laid down in the Rubrick 
MEER — 
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before the Communion-Service. Who the Author 


complains of here, it is not hard to ſay; for it would 
be in vain for him or me to go to Rome, to ſee and 
ſpeak to the Pope, if we know before he would not be 
ſeen nor ſpoke to. The Application ſpeaks for itſelf, 

But now (faith our Author) theſe wholeſome 


Rules are not only broken through, but notoriouſly 
_ deſpiſed, by the new Sect of Methodr/ts. Here, 
indeed, he forgot to take notice who they are that 


have dropt the Rule, and neglected the Order in 
rejecting the Rubrick, the Canons, the Homilies, 


the 39 Articles, &c. before he had gone on to ſay, 


they leave their own Pariſh- Churches, where they 


are known, and go in great Numbers to other 


Churches, where they are not known, and between 


whom and the Miniſter there is no manner of Re- 
lation. Here is, firſt, a good Confeſſion, of Num- 
bers of Methodiſts going to reccive the bleſſed 
Communion. Indeed, this is a better Character 
than I hear of their own Pariſhioners. But then 
how doth he make it appear, that they go to other 
Pariſh-Churches, where they are not known? If 
they are not known, how is it they are known to 


be Methodiſts ? Doth their Speech and Language 
betray them, that they are Followers of Chriſt, 


and that they have been with Jeſus? If fo, why 


doth he affirm, tEat there is no Relation deter 
them and the Miniſters? For every Miniſter of 


Ood is a Relation to every Child of God: Je are 
Members one of another, Surely, our Clergy will 
not make this as a Complaint of communicating, 


too much, and too often, to their dear Fellow - 
Chriſtians, if they are indeed Miniſters and Ser- 


vants of Chriſt, But however that may be, the 
| Metoud! ſts know full well, the 26th Article of the 


B 2 2 Church 


Church is a Reaſon good for them, not to renounce 


the Communion of that Church for the Unwor- 


thineſs of her Miniſters. e 
Our Author joining his Methodiſts and Mora- 


vians together, declares, that it is not eaſy to come 


at a certain Knowledge of their Tenets: But, ſaith 


he, in their Teachings they are ſaid to reſt the whole 


of Religion upon the fingle Point of Beheving, 


This, indeed, to the Author, may be a Reſt, a Re- 
ligion, and Believing, which he may know nothing 
of; but is that a Rule none knoweth what it is to 
believe ? For, faith the Lord of Life, He that be- 
lreveth on me hath everlaſting Life. From which 


Words it is plain, that fome do believe, and it is 


as plain, that thoſe who do ſimply believe, and 


lay hold on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, hath 
already taſted of the Powers of the World to i 


come, and can ſay that they have ſeen the Lord's 
Salvation, cho' it is thro' a Glaſs darkly. _ 
As to the Author's accuſing them of diſclaiming 


the Moral Law, as no Part of the Chriſtian Dit- 


penfation. If that be true, they ought indeed to 
be guarded againſt, and a Remedy ſought for, be- 
{ore it be too late, and attended to in time; but as 


this cannot be proved on the Methodiſts, who do 
juſtly, love Mercy, and obey all the Ordinances of 


Man for the Lord's fake, fo far as they agree with 
the Word of God; and when they have kept all 
the moral Laws of Man, and the divine Com- 


mandmeats of God, they diſclaim them all as to 


Merit, and look upon themſelves as unprofitable 
_ Servants. But, faith the Author, they are ſaid to 
decry all human Qualifications, Ob/erv. page 7. 
Here he goes on by Hear-fay only: Would it not 
have been much more to his Credit, and a better 

3 Foundation, 


——ä—— — 


— —— — — — —— 


Dre 


BY EW 


4 


ads - — — —ñAj 4 ͤ — 


Foundation to have been an Ear and an Eye-wit- 


neſs, that they did decry all human Qualifications 


tor the Miniſtry, and all human Helps and Prepa- 
rations towards the Converſion and Conviction of 
a Sinner. I thoald be glad to alk, if he knew 
which is wrought firſt, or, in ſhort, it he knew 
any thing of either, or what the Teachings ar 


Workings of the Spirit may be, which to the 
Wiſe cem Fooliſhneſs. 


Our Author, indeed, is ſo inconſiſtent in his 
Proceeding, that it is hard to make out what his 
Intentions are ; for immediately on his mentioning 


the Spirit, Page 7. he, like a Child frightned at 
the Thoughts of it, tells us, that it is not his pre- 
ſent Concern to trouble himſelf about the Spirit 
nor the Principles of Religion, but with what is 
more certain to him, namely, a Repetition of their 
Proceedings, and then ditectiy adds again, of their 
carrying on this Work with ſo much Zeal, from a 
ſtrong Notion they have got, that our Saviour is 


now about gathering in his Sheep, out of all Na- 


tions, Profeſſions, Parties and Churches, into little 


Flocks, which he governs with bis Word and Spi- 


rit. It may be a ſtrange Notion to the Author, and 
ſound in his Ears like Madneſs and enthuſiaſtical . 
Folly; but may my Mind be more and more in- 
fected, not with Notions, but a well- grounded 
Hope pre clear Revelation, for my Affurance, that 
our Saviour is now about gathering in, not only his 
Sheep in general, but me in particular, into his 


Flock, and be my Prophet, Prieſt, and King. 
But for any Man to convince another of his 


Cot from God, and being authorized from 
the Court of Ticaven ; that is not in his power: 


for it 1s the Work of the a Spirit to open the 


Under- 
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Underſtanding, and ſeal the Words on n the Hearts 
of every one that hears the Goſpel-ſound, Behold I 
came quickly, (faith the Lord, and my Reward is 201th 
me. Then doth the Soul believe, without going 
about (like the Fews) to require a Sign; or, like 
the wiſe Gentzles, ſeek to have it proved by Men of 
Wiſdom and human Qualifications; then do they 

fimply believe the Word of the Lord, and are will- 
ing God ſhould ſend by whom be will ſend. Indeed 
all human Helps and Qualifications, Morality and 

Diſpenſations, are good in their Place ; but when 
ſet up in ee the Spirit that raiſed up 
Jeſus from the dead, we may as well bow down to 

Stocks and Stones, and call tkem our Gods; and 
as well believe the one would have any Part in fav- | 
ing us, as the other. If this is ſubſcribing to the 
\ Declaration againſt Popery, pray tell me what is 

Peopery? Is it only to deny the Pope the Supre- 

macy of being the Head of the Church, and a few 
of his ſuperſtitious nonſenſical Follies? If that is 
all, then I know not what it is to be a Proteſtant, 

and only have the Name without the Knowledge, 
and ſhould be glad to be better informed by our 
Biſhops and Clergy, who know the Truth as it is 
in Jeſiis. Was it for this Proteſting, Bonefires were 
made in Smithfield, and holy Martyrs burning in 

Flames all over England? Wus it for this they 
ſealed the bleſſed Doctrines of the Goſpel with their 
own Blood? Was it for this they ſuffered the Loſs 
of all things, like the bleſſed Saints of old, of 2whom 
the World was not worthy, Heb. 11. Thoſe Rabble 
in the Old Teſtament, and the Common People who 
heard the Lord gladly n the New, were no better 


than the deſpiſed Rabble of Methodiſts i in theſe our 2 (1. 
Days, who ſee how beautiful the Feet of them are | 
that =P 
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that hong the glad Tidings of free Salvation to poor = | | £ 


loſt Sinners. 
I am indeed glad to hear our Author ſay, Page 
8. that the Religious Societies in London and Weſt- 


minſter are countenanced and encouraged by the 


Biſhops and Clergy ; but he forgot to tell us how 


they are encouraged ; whether it is to reſt where 
they are, namely, in a carnal dead ſuketwarm State, 


or, in his own Words, to be content in a private 
inoffenſive modeſt way ; or whether they are en- 
couraged to come out of their ſpiritual Sodom, and 
fly for their Lives to the City of Refuge, before the 
Avenger of Blood overtakes them, Do the Biſhops 
and Clergy take them by the hand, and lead them 
forward, ſaying, Haſt ye out, fly to the Mountains, 

look not Sek | in all the Plains, lejt you be conſumed in 


the Iniquity of the City. 1 would hope indeed, the 
latter is the Encouragement they meet with ; yet I 
am apt to doubt, it is not; becauſe there is no 
more Fire of Religion amongſt them, no more 
Light ſhining before Men, no better Fruits from 
thoſe well-watercd Trees, nor no ſweeter Streams 


from thoſe pleaſant Fountains. Is this the Caſe, our 


Author thanks God for the Continuance of thoſe 


Societies, and the Members of them? What! to 
| be ſtill eaſy and content with Huſks, the Form and 
Outſide of Religion, without ever hungering for 


the Bread of eternal Life ? What! fill content 
with ſerious Converſation, and reading good Books, 
Sc. without booking through all to Jeſus the one 
thing needful, who is the only Author of eternal 


Life? In ſhort, our Author has given us a very 
miſerable and moſt ſhocking Account of thoſe un- 


happy Societies, and the Members of them, that 


are not miſled into the . of their loſt 
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Eſtate, and of the Need they ſtand in, of being 


ſlirred up to ſeck after God, and to be ſhook of 


that ſandy Foundation, of being content to reſt 


upon ſerious Converſation and reading good Books, 


Se. Without a better Righteouſneſs than this, no 
Fleſh living can be able to ſtand before the Lord. 
Therefore, till the Author, or theſe Societies and 


the Members of them, can give better Accounts 


than theſe, and better Proofs from the Goſpel, and 


from a better atteited Revelation made to them- 


ſelves, that the Lord is amongſt tliem, and that the 
Biſhops and Clergy teach them the Way of the. 
Lord more perfectly; neither they nor he have any 
Commiſſion or Authority, either to blaſpheme the 
Power of God, and the Work of his moſt holy 
Spirit ; or to queſtion the Leaders of the Metho- 
_ diſts not being the Inſtruments God hath choſen to 
make uſe of, for his own Work and Glory; and 


if I may ſpeak my own Mind, I believe no Man 


nor Woman that has indeed taſted that the Lord 
is gracious, and felt his everlaſting divine Love 
ſhed abroad in their Hearts, by the Power of the 
Holy Ghoſt, will ever be able to fit down contented. 
with their Jeſus (as one of the Leaders of our Na- 
tional Church expreſſes it) in a private way, with- 


out going (leſs or more) like the Woman of Samaria, 


calling to others for to come and ſee the Chriſt ; or, 
like Php calling N. 1thanael to come and ſee for 
himſelf, It is true, every one is not called to be a 
Leader of the Lambs of Chriſt; but every one is 
called to be a Follower of the Lamb of God, and 
every true Follower is a Member of Chriſt, he 
Head, or Branch of the true Vine; for ſo he tells 
us, 1am the Vine, and you are the Branches; and 
every Member has its proper Office; for as it was 


in 
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_ Chriſt, for ever. And all this to be done with this 


in the Building of the firſt Temple, (which was a * 


Shadow and Type of Things to come) the ſeveral | 


Artiſts had their proper Work in the Wilderneſs, in 


Preparing the Materials for the Building, before they 


were brought home to be joined together; ſo it is in 
the ſpiritual Building of the Temple, Eph. iv. 11, 12, 
13. not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, 
2 Cor. v. 1. 3 3 : 
I moſt humbly hope our Right Reverend Biſhops 
and Clergy will take the Author's Obſervations into 
their ſerious Conliderations, and never let ſuch a vile 
Libel as that paſs into the Hands of his Majeſty's 
good and loving Subjects, without ſhewing their 


Diſpleaſure to ſo notorious and diſaffected a Pamph- 

let; and eſpecially at this critical Juncure of Time, 
when our King and his Kingdoms are threatned by 
Popiſh Powers, and an Invaſion with a Popiſh Pre- 


tender; I ſay, that it is to be hoped every Curate (that 


hath the Cure of Souls at heart) will be excited on 
this Occaſion, according to their own Form of Ordi- 


nation, which is as follows: To maintain and ſet för- 
ward as much as in them lieth, Quietneſs, Peace and 


Love amongſt all Chriſtian People, and eſpecially a- 


mongſt them that are or ſhall be committed to their 
Charge ; and to be wholeſome Examples and Patterns 
to the Flock of Chriſt, whom God in his Providence 


bath called to be Shepherds, kn:swing that they them- 
ſelves will be called to a ſiritt Account, whether 


they have fulfilled the weighty Office and Charge 


 whereunto they were called; that is to ſay, to 


be Meſſengers, Watchmen and Stewards of the Lord, 
to teach and to premoniſh, to feed and provide for 
the Lord's Family; to ſeek for Chriſt's Sheep that 
are diſperſed abroad; and for his Children, who are 
amidſt a naughty World, that they may be ſaved thro” 
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with his Death, and purchaſed with his Blood. And 
for the Accompliſhment of this, faith the Biſhop, 


weighty a Work. I am ſure that I pray earneſtly, 
not only for the Shepherds, but for all their Flocks, 


herd Jeſus Chriſt the Lord, and be guided all with 

one Spirit to the Glory of God the Father, that 
Religion may revive again in this drooping Nation, 
which was once the Princeſs of the Provinces. 
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off again concerning the Principles of the Methodiſts, 
he begins again, Page . (after he has rehearſed the 
many Irregularities, which he ſays are juſtly charged 


the Laws, both of Church and State) to enquire 


they run beyond what" is prafiled among jt other So- 
5 cieties, or in any other Chriſtian Church, be of Service 


Preachers can anſwer for themſelves, and their Doc- 

1 trines declare for them what they are ; for they do 

1 nothing in a Corner. 

| Therefore the Item given to enquire into the Doc- 

trines, whether they are agrecable to the Form of 
found Words, and the Goſp xl of the Son of God, 1s 

good; and 1 hope it will 95 be found that the Me- 


they fall alſo after the fan ume Example of tbe Jiradlite 


Remembrance, that they are Chriſt's Sheep, bought 


Therefore ye ought to pray earneſtly for his Holy Spi- 
rit, without which ye cannot compaſs the doing of ſo 


that they may become one Fold under one Shep- _ 


The Author, after he had left off, begun and left 


upon theſe fenerant Preachers, who are Violators of 


whether the Do@rines they teach, and the Lengths. 


or Differ vice to Religion.” As I obſerved before, the 


thodiſts go beyond what is Practiſed in other Socie- 
ties, if they are religious ones; for it would be a mi- 
Kerable Caſe, if thoſe Societies, "who are countenanced 
and encouraged by the Biſhop: and Clergy, ſhould ſeem 
Lo come ſhort of that Reſt which remains for the People 
/ God, Heb. iv. which God forbid they ſhould, leſ2. 
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thro' Unbelief. But if the Metbodiſts do exceed them, y 


the Author ſeems to conclude they do, what Honour 


will they bring to God and the Chriſtian Religion 
in general, that a Company of (not wiſe or learned, 
but) poor uninſtructed People, called Rabble and 


Scum of the Earth, ſhall have the Happineſs to hear 
the Lord ſay, Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, you «cho 
have continued with me in my Temptations, and follow- 
ed me in the Regeneration thro much Tribulation, and 
have not been aſhamed of me, nor my Word ; Come, 
enter you into the Foy of your Lord, «© 

_ Surely the Author has got a ſtrange Notion of Re- 
ligion, that Men going about doing good, in preach- 


ing the glad Tidings of Salvation, and Sinners believ- 


ing the Report, ſhould be thought fo dangerous a 


thing to Laws and Government, and fo diſſerviceable 


to Religion itſelf, that they muſt be wickedly ex- 


claimed againſt, as deſigning, irregular, diforderly 


People, Breakers of thoſe Laws, which they defire 
and wiſh to be put in Execution, even to the Pu- 


niſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and the Main- 


tenance of true Religion and Virtue. NO 
The Doctrines of Free-Grace and Juſtification by 
Faith alone, are ſo maliciouſly ſpoken againſt, de- 
ſpiſed, and trampled under foot, as a thing of no va- 
lue to Man's Salvation, without throwing in their 


own imperſect Performances, and ragged Self- righ- 


teouſneſs, which at beſt, is but Droſs and Dung, 
and will ſtand Mankind in no ſtead in the great Day 
of Accounts, only add Fuel to the Flames of God's 


Wrath; for if we belicve and hold the 18th Article 


of our Church, which is founded upon the Scrip- 
tures, and which holdeth that Perſon accuſed, who 
preſumes to ſay he ſhall be ſaved by any thing, 


or any other way, but by the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, = | 
who is held out to us in the Goſpel, not upon the 


a 
week 
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F Terms of our Obedience, but by believing in him who' 

| juſtifieth the Ungodly, bis Faith is counted to him for 

| Righteouſneſs, even be that worketh not, but belteveth, 
Rom. iv. And this Faith is the Subſtance of things 

| boped for, the Evidence of things not ſeen ; and he 
that hath this Hope in him, (which is Chriſt the = 
Hope of Glory) purifieth himſelf even as he is pure. | 
Therefore juſtification by Faith alone, as it is war- = 
ranted by the Word of God, is a moſt ſweet and 
wholeſom Doctrine to that Soul that feeleth the 
Need of it, and when tafted, will never be back- 
werd in filling up its Time in all the good Offices of | 
Life, not with ExpcCtations of Reward for the Merit 

of it, but out of pure Love to its Friend the dear | 


Redeemer. „„%%%ͤ;ð—ĩi⸗ f 
Think you that ſuch will fin, that Grace may a- |. 
| bonr:d? No, ſure; God forbid ! for he that belie- 
eth indeed God loves him, that Chriſt died for him, | 
and that by Grace he is ſaved through Faith, will ne- | | ; 


ver knowingly run into Licentiouſneſs and ungodly 
Living; for their whole Deſire is ro grow more and 15 
more holy, and to walk in this evil World blame- 6 
leſs, in following their Lord and Maſter, not only to 
the Garden of Gellhſemane, but even to Mount Cal. L 
vary, bearing his Croſs ; and to this end they delight | 
in each others Company, to talk of the Things of E 
God, and build one another up in their moſt holy | 
Faith, not contented to fit down in a private way, by | 
working firſt out their own Salvation, by their own 
honeſt Endeavours, in ſerious Converſation and 
reading good Books, &c. and then putting a Piece 
of new Cloath on that wretched old Garment, namely, 
the ordinary Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, and Reliance 
upon the Merits of Chriſt for Pardon and Salvation. 
No, no; the Ax is laid to the Root of the Tree. 
They firſt lay the Foundation, before they build the 


2 
Superſtructure; and whoever builds on a 


ny other 


Foundation than that which is already laid, Jeſus. 
_ Chriſt the Chief Corner-ſtone, that Building ſhall be 


thrown down; for Chriſt alone will be exalted, and 


that Perſon which is juſtified by Faith in the Sight 


of God, as Abraham was, and all the Seed of Abra- 
ham are, will be juſtified by Faith in the Sight 


of Man, by its Works; for the Tree is e. by 


the Fruit; and tho' we are not ſaved for our Works 
of Righteouſneſs, yet Obedience 1s — neceſ- 
ſary, as well moral as divine. | 
Therefore Juſtification by Faith alone, can never 
lead People into a Diſregard of Religion itſelf, or 


the moral Duties of Laws and Government j Which 
latter the Author is for eſtabliſhing, without any re- 


gard for the former; and I am ſure, without the 
former is eſtabliſhed, the latter can never ſtand the 


Pains the Preachers take in every place they come 


to, not only of preaching the Goſpel, but by their 


earneſt Endeavours of cxhorting the People to obey 


their Superiors and parochial Paſtors, and to keep | 


cloſe to their reſpective Places of divine Worſhip : 


So that it plainly appears they have no Thoughts of 
ſetting the People againſt thoſe, whom the Lord in 
his Providence hath placed over them, to inſtru | 
them ; and the Preachers give the People an Exam- 


ple, by their attending God's Houſe, and the Lord's 
Supper; which if the one had a mean Regard for, 
and the other taught ſo to have, they would not be 


ſo complained of as they are, in going too often to 


the Lord's Table, to partake of the holy Symbols of 
the Body and Blood of their crucified Lord and 


Maſter, who loved them, and gave himſelf for them, 


Are the Authors of theſe Complaints adorned with 


a meek and quict Spirit ? Or have we noc reaſon to 
ſay, as one ſaid in another Caſe, ' Either this is not 
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, or thoſe are not Goſpel-Profeſſors: Which latter 
is like the Jſraelites, who ſtripped them of their Orna- 
ments, to make them a molten Calf; for ſaith the Scrip- 
ture, hey were made naked to their & Shame, Exod. XxxIi. 2. 

Saith the Lord, Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God and his 
Righteouſneſs. This is the Reſolution the poor deſpiſed 
Methodiſts have taken, believing God will not with-hold any 


good thing from them that love him, and obey his righteous 


Laws; which require People to attend the Preaching of 


the Goſpel ; and where the Goſpel is preached, the Lord 


owns it; for it 1s commonly attended with a divine E- 
nergy : And if God is pleaſed to cloath the Word with 
Power, making it like a ſharp two-edged Sword, piercing 
the inmoſtCornersof theHeart, like dividing the joints and 


the Marrow, the Soul and che Spirit, who can tell or judge 
what Reaſon ſuch a Soul may have for being thrown into, 
P. 10. ſudden Agonies of Roarings, Screamings, Tremb- 


lings, Droppings down, Ravings, or Madneis; it is no 


more than the Old Teſtament Saints often did. Moſes 
exceedingly feared and trembled , Iſaiah dropt down and roared 
out, Wo is me, for I ama Man of unclean Lips; therefore I 
am undone, Ifa. Ixt. And certainly, if the Candle of God's 


Holy Spirit had ſhewn our Author the Vilenels and Abo- 
minations of his own corrupt wicked Heart and Nature, 


thoſe violent Emotions of Cryings and Screamings out, 


Lord ſave me, or I periſh. 
Indeed it is eaſy talking and jeſting about the Work and 

Co- operations of the Spitit, when we never felt it moving 

upon the Face of the Deep of our own wicked Hearts; but 


when it breaks in with a Sinner, Mere aruthou? and Con- 


ſcience accuſing, Thou art the Man, it may then make the 
ſtouteſt Bravado to tremble, fearing God ſhould call him 


to judgment, before he hath got on the Wedding-garment, 


Lamb; it is no wonder thoſe that follow the Lord, are eve- 
ry where ſpoken againſt by thoſe, who go reaſoning away 
amongſt themſelves, Acts Xxviii. 22, 24, 29. Thinking 


ele aundation of 
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aud left him there one Hour without Hopes of Mercy, it 
would have been Hell enough to have thrown him into 


the Righteoulneſs of God by Faith, in the Blood of the 


that a | gradual Improvement | in Grace, by their own 2 
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from him, p. 17. be ſuch Ridiculouſneſs to a ſerious Man, 
What 


Comfort and Affurance of a Goſpel New-Birth, P.1 10. thai 
that Doctrine which is founded upon Maſes and the Pro 
phets, Chriſt, and his Apoſtles ; which all declare, bat be 
the Lord is our Righteouſneſs and Strength, and without bins 


de can do nothing but Sin; he will work, and none ſpall let, 
he will ſend by whom he will, and who dare ſay what doth 


thou, or why doſt thou thus? 
Well then, if God will call whom he will, and ſend 
them to preach the Goſpel to every Creature, ſhall they not 


go? Yes, they do go with their Lives in their Hands, but 


not with Excellency of Speech, nor inticing Words of Man's 
Wiſdom, but in the Demonſtration of the Spirit, and with 


Power, 1 Cor. ii. 1,—4. And for this end, the Lord hath 


choſen the fooliſh things of this World to confound the Wiſdom 


„ the Wife, and the weak things to confound the ſtrong and 


mighty, and the baſe things of the World, and things bh 


are deſpiſed, and things which are not, Ged halb choſen to 
bring to nought the things that are, 1 Cor. 1. 27,28. that no 


Fleſh ſhould glory in bis Preſence ; but he that glorieth, let 


him glory in that he knoweth me, ſaith the Lord. 
But, ſays our Author, p. 11. they have a few favourite 


Tenets, of which they are very zealous, as if the whole of 
_ Chriſtianity depended upon them. It is ſomething ſtrange 


he ſhould ſo ſoon forget what he had juſt before ſaid, 7. 
that they reſted the whole of Religion upon the Gogle 
þ; *oint of Believing, Now, if they reſt upon a ſingle one, 


how 1s 1t that they muſt depend upon more? And if they 
reſt upon more, they do not depend upon only a angie 


one: But as he doth acknowledge, that he goeth by 
Hear- ſay only, we muſt excuſe him, and ſer him down for 
one that knows nothing of the matter; yet we could wiſh 
that when he ſpeaks of the Things of God, he would ſpeak 
the Truth agreeable to the Word of God, and not to heap 
up Railing, "Accuſations, &c. Lech. iii. 2. againſt the Inno- 


cent, and accuſe them falſely, only becauſe they worſhip 


God in Spirit and in Truth. 
And if the Uſe of a few tender melting Terms and 


Phraſes, with a Shew of more immediate Communica- 


tions with God, his Preſence, Revelations, and Directions 


| nult {uch impertinem Deriſions and Mockery ot 


Workings of the Bleflpd Three in 
Ageere believing Soul, or to any gne not infected with the Diſeaſe 
ef Epilepſy, that ſhall read the Author's Obſervations with Im- 
> , partiality, wherein he has charged the Methodiſis with Enthuſi - 

1 Am, Madneſs, Licentiouſneſs, Pride, Vain glory, evil deſigning 
Perſons, Neglecters of all Rules, Breakers of all Laws, notorious | 
Defpiſers of Government, irregular diſorderly Livers, c. What 
more he could have aid, or worſe, it is hard to ſay, | 
But ſo it was at the Day of Penteco/t, when the Apaſtles were 
all filled with the Holy Ghoft, they were mocked, called Drun- . 
kards and Madmen by the Multitude, who had forgot the Pro- 
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miſe, J.. xliv. 3. Joel ii. 28. which God had given, that ſhould 

| come to paſs in the laſt Days; nor believed it when it did come; 
for they could not conceive that the Spirit of the Lord would 
Pg dlow when and where it liſteth, John iii. 8. In ſhort, the Lord's 
People were always thus treated by the Men of this World; 
$4 Noah was mock'd ; Abraham and Lot were laugh'd at; Joſeph 
I Þ was hated of his Brethren ; Moſes was derided in Egypt, ſpoke 
4 evil of in the Wilderneſs; Elijab was called the Troubler of 


' © Tjfratl; the Son of the Prophet who anointed Jebu King, was 
* called the. Mad-fellw; David was deſpiſed by his own Wife 
Michal; Chrift himſelf was called a Devil, a Companion and 
Friend (in deriſion) to Publicans and Sinners; his true Diſciples, 
from then till now, all meet with the ſame Uſage : for Cain will 
Fl lay Abel to the End of the World, What muſt the Followers 


I of the Lord expect in this Age, which is now ſo full of Deiſis, 


Atheiſts, Arminians, Arians, Socinians, Pelagians, Herodians, c all 
which are the Enemies of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his Croſs, and Go- 
ſpel; ſure we muſt expect the ſame ſort of Uſage our Maſter met 
withal, which is through much Tribulation, to enter his Kingdom. 
But as I have now heard the Author's Obſervations are an- 
in ſwered by that judicious, pious, young, reverend Divine Mr. 
| Whitefield, I ſhall, for the preſent, ceaſe to detect the many groſs 
| Miſtepreſentations of that injurious Pamphlet, believing that all 
_ Chriſt's Divines will make it a common Cauſe, and join hand in 
hand to ſupport the ſigking Ark, and follow the ſhining and 
bright Example of that very valuable Clergyman, namely, in 
ching the Purity of the everlaſting Goſpel of their Lord and 
Maſter, as faithful Under-Shepherds of Chriſc their Head, to be 
inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, to rebuke, admoniſh, exhort, 
reprove with all Long ſuffering and Meekneſs, to ſpend and be 
ſpent for their dear Maſter, and in bringing Souls to a Saving - 
f knowledge of Jeſus their Redeeming Lord, Mediator, and only 
*Y Saviour ; and having accompliſhed their Warfare, in fighting 
N. the good Fight of Faith, may they, and you, the Author of the 
\ Obſervations, receive a Crown of Glory which fadeth not away, 
2 = is indeed the Gacere Wiſh and-moſt hearty. Poaveratiug ant 
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